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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


Thus far, the following Commanderies have made, or exceeded their quotes 


Athol Bethlehem Reading 
Bethany Coeur de Lion South Shore 
Berkshire Godfrey de Bouillion Thomas Smith Webb 


Several others will undoubtedly join this select group this month. 


Is your Commandery included in this list? If not, you can still do 
something about it -- you still have plenty of time to get a good sized 
class for the Joint Conclave at St. Andrew Commandery at Holyoke on 
April 25th, From all reports received thus far we should be assured 

of having a substantial number of candidates there, and with your co-... 
operation it is possible that we might have a very large class, pos- 

s y e largest one for many years. 


The more you can get the better. If, for any reason, you have such a 
large class that you might find it difficult, or even impossible, to 
knight them all in one evening, you_can divide the class and knight 
50% of them at a special meeting. If this is not feasible, and if you 
will let me know, I will undertake to round up and furnish you with 
enough manpower, either of the Grand Commandery line or otherwise, to 
enable you to "do it all" in one evening, if you wish, Please do not 
hesitate to call upon me for any assistance you may need or desire. T 
think that I can promise you that you will get it, 


Possibly you may not appreciate how important it is for all your can- 
didates to be knighted during your term of office as Commander, and 
before July lst. To be sure, the petitions you receive count, insofar 
as your quota for petitions is concerned, += but in the final analysis 
only those knighted are counted in the annual return which your Com- 
Saaeeey is required to make, For example, if your quota is 20 and you 
get 21 applications, one over your quota, but you knight only 11, while 
your losses from deaths etc. amount to 12, the annual return for your 
Commandery would necessarily show a net loss of one for the year. of 
course you don't want anything like this to happen, and neither do I. 


Actually it is very simple to avoid this - all you need to do is to 
make certain that all your candidates are knighted no later than June, 
Of course, if you take your candidates to Holyoke on April 25th you 
can knight them at your May meeting, But if you get still more can- 
didates, in April, May, or even June, you can put them all through by 
holding one or more special meetings. You can also confer all three 
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Orders at one meeting in June, Years ago Boston Commandery used to do 
this as a matter of routine, and it still can be done by starting your 
meeting, possibly on a Saturday afternoon, at 1:30 or 2:00 P.M, I feel 
certain that your Past Commanders would rally to the call, and in any 
event, I believe I can assure you that once again the Grand Commandery 
line would be glad to help you. 


Please do not hesitate to call upon me for any assistance which you may 
wish, 
Courteously yours, 


ALFRED C, BLAKE 
Grand Commander 
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HAS YOUR COMMANDERY GOT IT? 


You may smoke cigarettes or you may not, but undoubtedly you have heard 
on television or radio the advertising jingle "It's what's up front that 
counts ,! followed by the summation, "If it hasn't got it there it hasn't 
got it, 


The jingle reminds me of Commandery membership. The very survival of 
our Commanderi ese-yes of Templary itself--depends on membership, Your 
own Commandery may have a good mark at inspection, an enjoyable Ladies! 
Night, good work and attendance at conclaves and a high percentage of 
paid dues, each to be desired and to be sought, but you'll fall short 
of a good year if your Commandery has a net loss in membership. In the 
words of the jingle, "If you haven't got it there you haven't got it," 


Lest year 18 Commanderies in this Jurisdiction equaled or exceeded their 
quotas, 10 others had a net gain in membership = but - 16 had a net loss 
in membership, In the preceding year there were also 16, and in the 
second preceding year ah, Commanderies that had net losses in membership. 
You can't make progress by losing members, and unless you do make pro- 
gress the future of your Commandery and of our Order in this Jurisdic- 
tion, at least, will not be bright, 


At the beginning of the current Grand Commandery year we had 1h.,760 

members, The latest Chapter statistics as of December 1958 show that 
there are 2,72), Chapter members in Massachusetts and 4,900 in Rhode 
Island ~ a total of 29,62). Less than 50% of the Chapter members ane 

Knights Templar, Here are 1,800 immediate prospects in addition to 
a. who currently are receiving degrees in the preceding Masonic 
odies, 


In Massachusetts, each Commandery has received a list of all eligible 
Chapter and Council members in its district who are not Knights Templar, 
"Tharts gold in them thar lists" == gold in the form of new and much 
needed reinforcements with new ideas and new enthusiasm and perhaps some 
new officer prospects. The lists represent much work, Properly used 
they can assure you of reaching your petition quota and of having a mem= 
bership gain this year and ror years to come, Our Grand Commanier, in 
a svenial communication dated March 18, has told you how St. Andrew 
Commandery is sending a copy of its list to each of its members for 
action, That's a good idea, You may have other ideas, but whatever 
uhey are, use your list to produce petitions. 
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You can't make your quota without hard work; you can't buila membership 
by waiting for prospects to seek applications; you can't assure the con- 
tinulty of your Commandery by accepting a loss in members; and youcan't 
know satisfaction without accomplishment. To make progress you must 
have new members, As the jingle says, "If you haven't got it there you 
haven't got ity" 


There is still time to get petitions, to make your quota and to build 
your membership, An all-out drive will do it, You have the lists, you 
know the Templar story, you want new members--all you need is a plan and 
some zeal and enthusiasm, With this combination you can make sure of 
your quota and make sure, too, that your Commandery will "have it there," 


J. Leroy Jones, Director 
Membership Progress and Publicity 
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JOINT CONCLAVE 


The Orders of tle Red Cross and Malta in FULL FORM at St. Andrew Com- 
mandery, Holyoke, Massachusetts on SATURDAY, April 25,1959 at h:30 P.M. 
under the auspices of the GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF MASS- 
ACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 

The Order of the Red Cross will be put on in FULL FORM by HOLY SEPULCHRE 
COMMANDERY No. 8 with a large cast, a choir, an Oriental Band and in- 
cluding the Feast of Belshazzar, 

At the conclusion of this Order dinner will be served by the Eastern 
Star, following which the Order of Malta will be put on in FULL FORM by 
WORCESTER COUNTY COMMANDERY No. 5 K.T, The work will be concluded no 
later than 9 P.M, 

Holyoke is now so readily accessible that Commanderies in the Eastern 
part of this jurisdiction, as well as Rhode Island, can easily arrange 
to bring their candidates there for this Conclave 
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PILGRIM COMMANDERY No. 9 of Lowell, conferred the Mediterranean Pass and 
Order of Malta upon a class of 30 candidates on Wednesday evening,March 
25, 1959, The Order was exemplified in Full Form by the Past Commanders 
of Pilgrim Commandery for the 29th consecutive year. The cast included: 
M.E.Harry G, Pollard as Director; Em, Sir George H, Upton, Grand Marshal 
of the Grand Lodge of Masons, as Eminent Prior; Em. Sir Andrew G, 
Jenkins, Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Masons, as 
Banner of Malta; and 12 Past Commanders with Sir Kt, Alfred C, Blake, 
Right Eminent Grand Commander, as the Guest of Honor. 
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COMING EVENTS 
April 10 = GRAND COMMANDER?S BALL, Statler-Hilton Hotel, Boston. Tickets 
$3.50 per couple, See your Commander for tickets. 


April 26 - DORCHESTER ALL MASONIC SERVICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP, Sunday, at 
li A.M., Pilgrim Congregational Church, 540 Columbia Road,Dorchester, 
A most cordial invitation to all Sir Knights to attend this service, 


June 2nd - TEMPLAR NIGHT AT THE "POPS",Your Commander will have tickets. 
June 13 - ALL MASONIC NIGHT AT THE BOSTON GARDEN, 
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COMMANDERY QUOTA MOS. MAR. TOTAL 


St. John’s 42 3 
Boston 15 32 
Newburyport 20 2 
Washington qT 4 
Worsester County 49 10 
Springfield 35 12 
De Molay 54 31 
Holy Sepulchre 24 0 
Pilgrim 20 11 
Palestine 13 10 
Milford 11 3 
St. Bernard 6 3 
Calvary 42 12 
Haverhill 25 L 
01d Colony 13 10 
Sutton 36 7 
Bethany 9 21 
Winslow Lewis 14 3 
Jerusalem 19 8 
Hugh de Payens 40 15 
St. Omer 21 6 
Berkshire 17 24 
Conn, Valley 10 3 
Woonsocket 12 3 
Godfrey deBouillon 8 11 
Joseph Warren il al 
Narragansett 13 1 
Bristol 17 q 
Northampton 7 2 
South Shore 10 2 
Trinity 12 4 
Natick 17 9 
Cceur de Lion 24 15 
Gethsemane 82 14 
Olivet 39 6 
Athol 9 8 
Bay State 26 9 
Cyprus 11 2 
St. Paul 8 0 
Beauseant 22 9 
Canbridge 10 3 
Bett: lehem 10 4 
Orange 5 3 
ivanhoe 17 3 
Quincy 29 15 
Temple 13 8 
St. Andrew 10 4 
Reading 20 15 
Thomas Smith Webb 12 11 
Sir Galahad 12 _0 


TOTAL 1,000 
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0 3 
2 34 
3 5 
0 4 
1 11 
2 14 
2 33 
0 0 
4 15 
0 10 
2 5 
i 4 
2 14 
3 15 
zh 11 
5 12 
0 21 
0 3 
5 13 
2 17 
0 6 
2 26 
0 3 
0 3 
0 11 
0 1 
0 tL 
0 uf 
2 4 
0 12 
0 4 
2 11 
7 22 
0 14 
2 8 
al 9 
0 9 
4 6 
0 0 
Ll 10 
0 3 
10 14 
0 3 
0 3 
0 15 
1 9 
0 4 
5 20 
4 15 
ae: 
76 497 


1958-1969 MONTHLY OBJECTIVE 
NESESGARY TO REACH QUOTA 


OBJ. ACT. 
Sept. 56 19 
Octe 130 7 
Nove 98 45 
Dec. 82 84 
Jana 108 70 
Feb. 124 126 
Mar. 116 16 
Apre 116 
May iz 
June 59 
ACCUMULATIVE 
OBS. ACT. 
Sept. 55 19 
Oct. 185 96 
Nove 283 141 
Dec. 365 225 
Jano 473 295 
Feb. 597 421 
Mare 713 497 
Apre 829 
May 941 
June 1,000 
COMPARISON 
1959 1958 1957 1956 
Septe i9 45° «453 54 
Octe 96 140 185 167 
Nove 141 221 241 251 
Dec. 225 269 312 291 
Jane 295 349 - 409 370 
Febe 421 430 520 480 
Mar. 497 511 616 549 
Apr 613 707 616 
May 693 772 691 
June 744 832 T22 
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Sir Knights: 

Four more Commanderies have equalled or exe 
ceeded their petition quotas! We welcome 

to the select group Athol, Bethlehen, Read= 
ing and Thomas Smith Webb Commander‘es, 
Congratuiations to Em,Commanders Roswell Re 
Hornbeck, William E, Ranta, Charies E. Climo 
and Russell Ey Knights 

You have three months left this year in 
which to build membership and to give your 
Conmander'y a year of which you can be proude 
An ali-out drive for petitions can do it, 
Now is the time = make the most of it 


J. Leroy Jones, Director 
Membership Progress and 
Publicity 


